
UNCLASSIFIED 

MARE SICURO – SHADE MED 16 

…foster mutual understanding between 
civilian and military actors involved in the 

Mediterranean theatre.  

LT Catia PELLEGRINO  
Mare Sicuro – N3 

12th May 2016 



UNCLASSIFIED 

MARE SICURO - GENESIS 

ON FEBRUARY 15TH, SOME 
HUMAN SMUGGLERS 

THREATENED AN ITALIAN  
RESCUE VESSEL BY FIRING 

GUNS 

WHEN 

ON MARCH THE 12TH, 
ITALY DEPLOYS A NAVAL 

TASK GROUP OFF THE 
LIBYAN COASTS 

ON APRIL THE 15TH, 
OPERATION MARE SICURO 

BEGINS 

WHY 



UNCLASSIFIED 

MARE SICURO – CHAIN OF COMMAND 

5 SHIPS 
5 HELICOPTERS 
UAVs 
800 MEN AND WOMEN 
CONTINUOSLY AT SEA 

MINISTER OF DEFENCE 

IT CHOD 

CHIEF OF THE IT NAVY 

COMGRUPNAV 3 

ROLE 1+ GRE AVI BRG 

BET DUI 

WHO 



UNCLASSIFIED 

MARE SICURO - MISSION 

INCREASE MARITIME SECURITY IN THE 
CENTRAL MEDITERRANEAN SEA BY: 

WHAT 

• PROTECTING SEARCH AND RESCUE OPERATIONS 

• DETERRING AND COUNTERING ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES 

• COLLECTING INFORMATION ON TERRORIST AND 

CRIMINAL ORGANIZATIONS 

• PROTECT ITALIAN FISHERY ACTIVITY 

• MONITORING AND PROTECTING OFF-SHORE OIL 

PLATFORMS 



UNCLASSIFIED 

MARE SICURO – AREA OF OPERATION 

160.000 Km2 

600 NM WIDE 

TRITON 

MARE SICURO 

WHERE 



UNCLASSIFIED 

PROTECTING SEARCH AND RESCUE ASSETS 

PRESENCE OF 
CRIMINALS REQUIRES 
PROTECTION FOR ALL 
THE ASSETS INVOLVED 
IN SEARCH AND RESCUE 
OPERATIONS 

HOW 



UNCLASSIFIED 

SECURITY FRAMEWORK  

• BETWEEN  34°40’ AND LIBIAN TTW  

• SHIP IN COVERT POSTURE (OUTSIDE VISUAL RANGE) – NO SAR INVOLVED 

• SHIP READY TO INTERVEINE AT MAX PROPULSION READINESS 

• HELO/RHIB AS CLOSE AS POSSIBLE IOT GAIN  VIDEO EVIDENCE 

• IN CONTACT WITH SAR ASSETS 

• IN FAVOUR  OF COAST GUARD………  

 

 

HOW 



UNCLASSIFIED 

PROTECTING SEARCH AND RESCUE ASSETS 

NOT ONLY  
ITALIAN 

COAST GUARDS 

NGOs & MERCHANT VESSELS 



UNCLASSIFIED 

DETERRING AND COUNTERING ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES 

 THE SEIZURE OF MOTHER SHIPS AND THE 
INTERDICTION OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING IS 
PROSECUTED BY ITALIAN NAVAL FORCES IN THE 
HIGH SEAS, ACCORDING TO INTERNATIONAL AND 
NATIONAL LAWS 

 

AIRCRAFTS AND SUBMARINES ARE CRUCIAL TO 
COLLECT EVIDENCE 

 

 HIGH CONTRIBUTION BY DATA COLLECTION 
ACTIVITY 

HOW 



UNCLASSIFIED 

DETERRING AND COUNTERING ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES 



UNCLASSIFIED 

COLLECTING INFORMATION ON TERRORIST AND CRIMINAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 

HOW 



UNCLASSIFIED 

COLLECTING INFORMATION ON TERRORIST AND CRIMINAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 



UNCLASSIFIED 

COLLECTING INFORMATION ON  ENVIRONMENT 



UNCLASSIFIED 

PROTECT ITALIAN FISHERY ACTIVITY 

FISHING VESSELS IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS ARE 
THREATENED BY LIBYAN COAST GUARD 

HOW 



UNCLASSIFIED 

PROTECT ITALIAN FISHERY ACTIVITY 

ORIZZONTE 

AIRONE 
GIULIA P.G. 

MP GHIBLI I 

MP LUNA ROSSA 

MARIAPINA II 



UNCLASSIFIED 

MONITORING AND PROTECTING OFF-SHORE OIL PLATFORMS 

HOW 



UNCLASSIFIED 

MARE SICURO – SEARCH AND RESCUE  

THE SAFETY OF HUMAN LIFE AT SEA IS A 

MORAL AND LEGAL OBLIGATION 

FOR ALL  SAILORS 



UNCLASSIFIED 

MARE SICURO – GOALS 

155.154 MIGRANTS RESCUED  

1012  SAR EVENTS 

676 SMUGGLERS ARRESTED 

202 (94%)  WOODEN BOATS REMOVED AGAINST SMUGGLERS 

797 (95%) RUBBER BOATS REMOVED AGAINST SMUGGLERS 

2 MOTHER SHIPS TAKEN 

55 BOARDINGS PERFORMED  

3 ATTEMPTED KIDNAPPING FOILED 

 1 FISHING BOAT SHED 

55.588 HOURS AT SEA 

2.722 FLIGHT HOURS 

18 MEDICAL EVACUATIONS 



UNCLASSIFIED 

MARE SICURO – QUESTIONS 


